Sample essay (Kellogg)
Each of our applicants is unique. Describe how your background, values, academics, activities and/or leadership skills will enhance the experiences of other Kellogg students. (One to two pages double-spaced)

I was born into a poverty-stricken, malfunctioned home, as the youngest of nine children. Over the years of my youth, I managed to break the poverty cycle into which I seemed to be locked, with only my own understanding on which to depend and the blessed help of random individuals. To prevail, I developed firm independence, responsibility, self-motivation, and communication skills. I excelled academically throughout the years of my youth, and obtained a highly esteemed post in the Israeli Defense Forces. During my years in the academe, I was extended the position of teaching assistant and later lecturer, and for the last four years, I have pursued a dynamic career within the Israeli business world. The road from “rags to riches” has afforded me many talents and insights that I hope to share with my Kellogg classmates. 

An outgrowth of my past experiences is the significance I attribute to helping others; the assistance I received as a boy instilled in me an intrinsic sense of obligation to society. Since the outset of my university studies, I have dedicated considerable resources – including time and money - to the community, mainly through projects aimed at helping underprivileged children acquire an education and enhancing the scope of opportunities available to them within the community. Some already existed, others I initiated. To maximize results, I have elicited the collaboration of my friends, colleagues, and clients. As a Kellogg student, I will continue to contribute to the community via participation in such projects as the EMA Community Relations Committee. In doing so, I hope to infuse others with a similar spirit of volunteerism.
The military and business arena have afforded me profound leadership and teamwork experience. As an Infantry Platoon Commander I was expected to exercise sound judgment while making instantaneous decisions under extreme, sometimes life-threatening circumstances. At PWC Israel, I initiated and effected company-level change, mostly in the firm’s employee management culture which I found flawed, already as a junior consultant. These frameworks have also afforded me great appreciation of the value of teamwork and I learned about the tools that facilitate teamwork success. These include flexible planning and response, tolerance and encouragement of multiple views within the team, and motivational skills, among others. I enthusiastically look forward to partaking in the teamwork-oriented Kellogg atmosphere, where I will be able to use the aggregate of my teamwork-related insights and abilities to promote uninterrupted excellent teamwork while strengthening the school spirit. 
Also, I will use the invaluable knowledge I gained through my undergraduate studies, mainly in Commercial and Tax Law and in Finance, and the resulting strong analytical and quantitative skills I developed. My LL.M. degree curriculum, which included myriad non-compulsory enrichment courses that extended my knowledge of legal, tax, and financial aspects of M&A transactions, and a position as a teaching assistant and lecturer of various finance and accounting courses, which deepened my knowledge of various Finance- and Accounting- related topics, will allow me to diversify class discussion and complement my team’s perspective. 


I still have much to learn and am eager to do so, to a large extent, through the experience of my Kellogg classmates. At the same time, I am convinced that the uniqueness of my own background, experiences, and lessons will enhance their Kellogg experience – academically and socially. 
