Sample Statement of Purpose 

After graduating from high school, I became a company commander in the compulsory Israeli Defense Forces, where I was awarded a certificate of distinction from the Chief of Staff. I then attended Tel Aviv University and completed, with distinction, a first degree in law and economics. I received a letter of excellence for my ‘BAR’ Bar Exam results, and am currently working in a prominent law firm as a full-time lawyer. Two years ago, some friends and I founded a philanthropic association by the name of “Ezra” (Help), whose goal is to raise funds that will allow children of low socio-economic backgrounds a chance to develop themselves. 

Commanding in the military, a stimulating experience, complemented and intensified skills I had gained as a team member and captain of various basketball teams. I became a company commander after a year and a half of service as a platoon commander, and turned the unit from conflict-ridden and ill-reputed to a leading fighting unit, with hundreds of successful missions under its belt. I found that motivation – not force (even in a military setting) – guaranteed cooperation and optimal results. I also experienced the magnitude of trust and mutual respect in the formation of superior teamwork. 

My experience as an officer in a fighting unit led me to realize that I was suitable for and felt most comfortable in leadership positions. I had always been intrigued by business for its similarity to a game of chess: it rewarded innovative thinking and demanded foresight. I chose to focus on law and economics during my bachelor degree studies, since I realized that the combination would serve as a handy basis for subsequent management studies. I specialized in Corporate Law during my last year of studies to gain some tools by which to understand the legal implications of decisions made by a company. 
Two years ago, my friends and I came up with the idea of “Ezra, as we felt we should be doing more to give back to society. With the basic understanding that a small change in the course of a child’s life could significantly alter his path and eventual destination, we established this non-profit organization. Once a month, we organize a volunteer performance or social event, and use the revenues to help improve underprivileged kids’ lives via private tutoring, diagnosis of learning disabilities, psychological treatment, summer retreats, etc. Last year we were able to assist almost two hundred children. As Chairman, I consider this project one of my greatest achievements because of the real difference it has so far made in many children’s lives. 

I am currently working as a full-time lawyer in one of the largest commercial law firms in Israel, specializing in Antitrust Law, a fairly new field in the country. I enjoy the combination of law and economics, and working alongside the managers of some of the major corporations in Israel affords me an opportunity to observe them in action from an insider’s position. 

Eventually, I aim to join the ranks of the head management team of a large corporation involved in international production and trade and to later launch an Israel-based branch, which will fulfill a dream of mine to establish a company and help strengthen Israel’s economic standing in the global market. To this effect, once I have completed my MBA studies, I hope to spend at least three years in a US-based global company - perhaps a large banking corporation - as an associate. Such hands-on management experience will afford me an understanding of the corporation’s infrastructure and of the industry’s informal norms, and will enhance my banking industry - related know-how and skills. 

In the meanwhile, I am eager to further my basis of knowledge through studies at Columbia. The myriad professional backgrounds and cultures that the student body represents - a perfect microcosm of the business world – will afford me a database of perspectives and biases invaluable in today’s competitive, multi-cultural business world. Studying alongside students that measure up to Columbia’s standards of excellence, by itself a fascinating intellectual experience, will allow me to form ties with some of tomorrow’s global business leaders and afford me a first-class springboard into the international business arena. But most important, it is the Columbia curriculum, faculty, and methodology that appeals to me. The program, focused on preparing MBA students for leadership positions, encourages independent, out-of-the-box thinking, and I appreciate the curriculum’s flexibility and emphasis on ethics. I am impressed too with the pool of world-class professors, who represent a rich trove of intellectual capital and practical experience, and with the school’s open-door policy, which creates a comfortable and relaxed, yet inspiring, learning atmosphere. 

Columbia alumni I have interviewed have all praised the school for its many advantages, and during a recent visit to New York I sat in on a Taxation Systems class. I was impressed. The analysis of an economic theory via the use of an actual present-day case enlivened the theory and made clear its practical implications, especially given the open dialog approach, which added exciting depth and scope to the discussion. The professor and students were well-versed and easy-going. I was enticed too by the intimate campus atmosphere and if admitted, I hope to join the student council to further inspire it.

I look forward to partaking in the Columbia MBA experience, where I will have the opportunity to grow academically and professionally, while impacting my peers with my own share of knowledge and experience.
